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    2023 in Review
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office continues to serve the citizens of Jackson County and have had another productive year in defending the great people of this county from criminal activity.  The Sheriff is responsible for a variety of duties.  
   Duties of the Sheriff
There are a number of departments or divisions within the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office that are charged in carrying out the statutory duties of the Sheriff.  The Sheriff is elected by the citizens of the county and is tasked with being the Chief Law enforcement officer of the county.  The Office of Sheriff is a constitutional office and the only constitutional county office. 
The County Attorney is also elected and is the Chief prosecutor who charges and prosecutes cases.  The County Attorney works with law enforcement for prosecutorial purposes.  
The District Court Judge, depending on the judicial district, can either be appointed and then the citizens can vote to retain them, or in some parts of the state, Judges are elected.  The Judge can set bonds, sign warrants, hear trials and sentence those convicted. 
Each one of these officials have specific, but independent functions.  Very similar to the federal and state governments who have divided powers between the executive, legislative and judiciary, there is also a division of powers on the local level regarding law enforcement, the prosecution and the courts.  
The Sheriff can investigate a crime, make an arrest and hold someone in jail for 48 hours.  The County Attorney has to review the case, make the determination of what crimes to prosecute and formally charge the person with a crime. The Judge sets the bond and hears the case.  These three officials cannot function without the other.  Powers are divided between these three different offices.  All three are independent of each other, but are expected by the citizens to function well together, performing in a checks and balance method.
The Office of Sheriff is one of the oldest, non-military, law enforcement entities in history.  The Sheriff of the county is responsible for keeping the peace, maintaining the jail and serving the courts.  There is a variety of other responsibilities given to the Sheriff via state statute.  
The concept of Sheriff began in the 6th century in England.  The Sheriff in the United States is elected by the people and answers directly to them and the Constitutions of the State and the United States.  The Sheriff can investigate cases other law enforcement agencies have investigated if the Sheriff believes the investigation to be inadequate or inept.  The people of the county elect the Sheriff directly, and his or her authority comes from the people.

City managers, mayors and city councils oversee police departments, while the citizens themselves elect the Sheriff who serves the people directly. The Sheriff answers to the voters of the county and is responsible for the safety of all its citizens.  The Office of Sheriff is the only elected local law enforcement agency and is the people’s police. 

Under state law, the county commission sets the Sheriff’s budget annually; however, the Sheriff is free to make expenditures within the budget without approval.  The Sheriff can hire, fire, promote and demote as he or she sees fit. All county elected offices are separate, but equal branches of county government, none subordinate to the other. Each have separate and distinct duties that the other does not have.  The Sheriff is not bound by municipality boundaries, or in Kansas, reservation boundaries. The Sheriff not only has law enforcement authority in the county, but also has many more duties.  

As an officer of the court, the Sheriff serves all judicial processes originating from the district court of the county.  The Sheriff serves civil summons, writs, subpoenas, foreclosures and criminal process. The Sheriff is responsible for keeping the courts orderly and safe through court security.
The Sheriff is charged with selling properties that are found to be delinquent in taxes.  The Sheriff is responsible for selling properties that have defaulted in paying their mortgages.  The Sheriff is responsible in managing and monitoring registered offenders and keeping them up-to-date on their appearance, place of work, place of residence and the vehicles they drive.

In addition, the Sheriff is responsible for receiving and reviewing applications for conceal and carry licensees for the county and forwarding them to the attorney general’s office.  By statute, the Sheriff is the holder of all district court warrants.  In Jackson County, there are approximately 1500 outstanding warrants at any time, and the Sheriff is in charge of apprehending those individuals.  The Sheriff, on a daily basis, transports fugitives from across the state who have been picked up by a local law enforcement agency on a Jackson County warrant.  In addition, the Sheriff is responsible in transporting wanted fugitives who have fled Kansas to other states. These individuals may be extradited from anywhere within the United States.

The Sheriff, by statute, is also in charge of the jail.  The Sheriff is charged with seeing that inmates are safe, secure and that their medical needs are being met.  Running a jail is a 24-hour, seven day a week job and requires much attention to the needs of inmates as well as the safety of the public.  In Jackson County, the Sheriff is in charge of the countywide 911 center.   

The Sheriff in Jackson County also performs, for convenience sake, Vehicle Identification Number inspections for the public.  The Sheriff has authority to impound and sell livestock that are running at large. The Sheriff is responsible for keeping the peace and investigating crimes. The Sheriff answers calls for services and is responsible for all the public safety needs of the county.  

Overall, the Sheriff works directly for the citizens he or she serves.  It is the Sheriff’s responsibility to see that every citizen is treated fairly and equally when it comes to law enforcement.  The Sheriff is there to make sure everyone’s constitutional rights are upheld. The Sheriff works as a leader in working with other law enforcement agencies in making the county as safe as possible.
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, under the leadership of Sheriff Tim Morse, continues to strive for excellence in providing competent law enforcement while being accountable to our citizens.
A Continual Reduction in the Crime Rate

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office has been dedicated in reducing the crime rate over the years.  The agency has taken a pro-active approach in interdicting criminals before they strike, and thoroughly investigating crimes and pursuing and capturing criminals.  Since Sheriff Morse has taken office, there has been a tremendous reduction in crime in Jackson County.  

In 2010, the crime index for the sheriff’s reporting area was 16.6 and by 2022, that rate has decreased to 10.5.  In 2010, there were 46 burglaries in the sheriff’s reporting area. In 2021, the county saw the lowest number of reported burglaries in 25 years with the number of burglaries being in the single digits to 8 burglaries. In 2022, the sheriff’s reporting area for property crimes decreased to 8.2 from 16.6 in 2010.  There are a number of reasons for these decreases, but it is clear the approach to fighting crime has changed over the past decade in Jackson County.  Sheriff Morse knows most people don’t like paying taxes, but no one wants to pay and get nothing in return.  

Deputies are encouraged to never cease in looking for criminal activity.  Deputies are better trained and better equipped to be able to handle criminal investigations than in years prior.  Citizens are benefiting from the years of good police work. Jackson County has the reputation that they take fighting crime seriously.  Many criminals divert coming to Jackson County altogether.  It is common when many criminals travel north or south, they completely avoid the county all together for fear of being arrested.

No crime is too small.  Sheriff Morse believes that even the small crimes receive a thorough investigation, this will lead to the decreasing of crime and capturing of criminals.  Sheriff Morse says “If we fail to take the smaller crimes serious, we will end up working much more serious crimes.” Each deputy must have the sense of duty in protecting every citizen from becoming a victim of crime.  Any citizen who becomes a victim, it is the Sheriff’s job to do everything possible to try to bring justice to that victim. 

The Passing of Sherri Ladner
[image: cid:21c3d21a-7714-4c2d-9819-f535f72a523e@exch081.serverpod.net]Every year, there are successes and setbacks, times of joy and times of sadness.  In 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office had one of its biggest losses ever, and that was the loss of Sherri Ladner.  Sherri passed away on July 10, 2023, at KU Medical Center. Sherri wasn’t a very large person, but she had a giant personality and a major presence in the Sheriff’s Office.  Sherri had spent over 40 years serving Jackson County in several capacities.  Sherri served five different sheriffs’ during her tenure at the Sheriff’s Office.  Sherri retired and later returned to help the office when it was in great need and served up until a few weeks before she passed.  Sherri served the majority of her time as the Office Manager and as the Executive Assistant to the Sheriff.  Sherri was that one employee who knew how to do everything in the office.  It is hard to explain what it was like when Sherri was finally gone, the office seemed empty and has never felt the same since.  The Sheriff’s Office was more than a job for Sherri, it was a major part of her life and the people there were like her extended family.  It is hard to believe she is gone. We will always miss Sherri.  
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2648.jpg]          Former Sheriff Diana Durham Visit
Former Sheriff Diana Durham stopped in for a visit on April 5, 2023.  Sheriff Durham hadn’t been back to the office since 2003.  During her visit, she was able to see some of the changes since she left office.  There were some changes and many things that have remained which she had put in place many years ago.  Sheriff Durham served as Sheriff of Jackson County from 1997-2003.  

(Pictured left to right: Sherri Ladner, Sheriff Tim Morse and Former Sheriff Diana Durham.)
Sheriff’s Office Grant Projects
Grant opportunities are an efficient method to address many critical needs related to serving and protecting the community, without creating new financial burdens for the residents of Jackson County. In 2023, the Sheriff’s Office applied for and received two grants for a total of $365,522. These funding opportunities are described below.
[bookmark: _Hlk134255941]
Local Safety and Security Equipment Grant (LSSE)
This funding source was a one-time funding opportunity through the Kansas Governor’s Grant Program. These funds came from the Strengthening People Revitalizing Kansas (SPARK) program funded by the federal American Rescue Plan (ARPA). The purpose of this funding was to support equipment upgrades critical to emergency response and/or law enforcement operations, expanding local entities’ ability to ensure safe and secure government-citizen interactions and to support interoperability of communications within Kansas. 
The Sheriff’s Office will use grant funds to enhance radio communications and security. Recent new federal mandates from the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) requires law enforcement radios to support new encryption standards. These new federal mandates did not come with any funding assistance. Updating equipment to meet these new standards is a costly endeavor. This grant helped alleviate some of this large financial burden. 
Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program (S.T.O.P. VAWA)
This grant funding source was established through the 1995 Violence Against Women Act and following reauthorizations. The S.T.O.P. VAWA funding seeks to support communities in their efforts to develop and strengthen effective law enforcement and prosecution strategies to combat violent crimes against women, strengthen victim services and promote a coordinated community response to victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault/rape and stalking.
In 2023, the Sheriff’s Office applied for and received grant funding for the fifth year in a row. This grant project funds two part-time detective positions that specialize in investigating violent person crimes. Research widely acknowledges the most effective strategy, particularly for smaller communities, is to have at least one specifically trained professional on staff to handle such cases. This is because crimes of this nature require trauma-informed professionals and are often the most difficult and time consuming to investigate.  
Investigations Division
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Investigations Division is under the leadership of Lieutenant Tyler Caudle. The year 2023 saw changes in the Investigations Division. The Division’s Narcotics Investigator accepted a new job at a State Agency. The Lieutenant of Investigations and senior Detective retired, though remains as a part-time employee, assigned primarily to cold case investigations.  The remaining Detective, whom was primarily assigned to Special Victims crimes, was promoted to the Lieutenant of Investigations. A patrol Sergeant was promoted to Investigations and is also specialized in Special Victims crimes. A Civilian Investigative Specialist position was created and was filled by a retired Law Enforcement Officer. The Civilian Investigative Specialist is a support role for the Detectives and is primarily responsible for maintaining our evidence and property rooms, crime scene processing and assists in a crime analyst role.  Currently, there are many years of investigations experience in the division. All remaining detectives are capable of and have experience in investigations of nearly every type crime from property crimes, crimes against persons, white-collar crime, cyber-crime, to illegal drug crimes.
This unit works with surrounding counties, state agencies and task forces. Jackson County Detectives train and maintain membership in some of these assisting resources. These resources include child victim’s advocacy groups, Anti-Human Trafficking Forces, Internet Crimes Again Children (ICAC), the Shawnee County District Attorney’s Office, surrounding Sheriff’s Offices, the newly formed Northeast Kansas Sheriff’s Officer-Involved Critical Incident Team and the Capital Area Major Case Squad.  
The detective unit worked 68 cases last year including property crimes and crimes against persons. 
The property crimes included 2 structure fire, 8 burglaries, 17 felony thefts and 5 forgery. 
The crimes against persons included 26 sex crimes, 1 child abuse, 1 aggravated assault, 2 possession of child pornography.
The narcotic’s cases included 6 illegal drug cases, ranging from possession to distribution of illegal drugs.
NEW DEVICE TO IMPROVE SAFETY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT
In 2023, the agency acquired a TruNarc Drug Detection Analyzer through a grant. The device tests for almost 500 substances, including narcotics, stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens and analgesics. Its library is regularly updated to include emerging drug threats. One of the great advantages with this device is that it requires no direct contact with most substances, which can pose a lethal threat to law enforcement officers. The product delivers clear, real-time results for presumptive evidence. It provides automated, tamper-proof records with scan results, including time-and-date stamps to help expedite prosecution.  This piece of equipment is expected to help quickly determine the types of substances that are found during investigations and can help safeguard the safety of investigators and deputies.
Patrol Division
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division is under the leadership of Lieutenant Travis DeBarge and is comprised of five elements. These elements include: Patrol, Court Security, Registered Offenders, Civil Process and the School Defender Initiative program.

The Patrol Division continues to be the primary enforcement division and is the most visible division of the Sheriff’s Office. The Patrol division has the responsibility of patrolling, traffic enforcement, accident investigation and responding to calls for service in Jackson County. In 2023, the Patrol Division initiated and/or responded to 17,400 calls for service. The Patrol Division provides proactive enforcement for the citizens of Jackson County, these deputies vigorously patrol 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. They strive to remain visible in high-crime areas and work to keep crime rates low.

The Jackson County Sheriff’s Patrol Division Deputies patrol an estimated half a million miles of Jackson County roadways each year. The Patrol Division answers calls for service in the entire county. The Patrol Division also assists other agencies within and surrounding Jackson County.
In addition to patrolling the roadways of Jackson County, Patrol Deputies work diligently to provide quality community policing within our county. This is done by working in the communities, participating in programs and events that establish a positive relationship between law enforcement and the public.

The Patrol Division currently consists of four shifts, with each shift being led by a sergeant. Patrol Deputies have a variety of functions while on duty. Patrol Deputies serve warrants, patrol Jackson County roadways, conduct investigations, enforce traffic laws, serve civil process and make arrests. The patrol division also includes three Police Service Dog teams.

The following are a sample of cases that the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Patrol Division were instrumental in resolving:

MAYETTA MAN ARRESTED ON ARSON CHARGES
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 A Mayetta man has been charged with arson and aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer after allegedly setting a shed on fire Monday morning, Jackson County Sheriff Tim Morse reported.

About 11:30 a.m. that day, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a 911 call reporting that a shed was on fire at 211 N. Fourth St. in Mayetta. According to county records, the property is owned by Laurilyn Harris.

 A male subject was believed to have started the fire and then he allegedly cut a hose that the owner was using to try to extinguish the fire, Sheriff Morse said.  The suspect left the scene in a silver passenger car, and a Jackson County Sheriff’s Office deputy located the suspect vehicle near 190th Road and U.S. Highway 75.

“The driver of the vehicle allegedly slammed on his brakes and exited the vehicle with a long knife in his hand and came towards the deputy,” Sheriff Morse said. “A Taser was deployed, and the man was taken into custody.”
The suspect was identified as Jeffery Michael Harris, 35, Mayetta. Harris was transported to the Jackson County Jail on charges of aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer, aggravated battery, aggravated assault, criminal use of a weapon, criminal threat, arson, burglary, felony criminal damage to property, felony interference with law enforcement, reckless driving and transporting an open container.

At this time, Mr. Harris is serving his sentence in prison and is an inmate with the Kansas Department of Corrections. 

Burglary suspect apprehended
[image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Gary-Wayne-Emery-Jr-1.jpg]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) – Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Wednesday, September 13, 2023, Jackson County deputies and detectives responded to a report of a residential burglary near 182nd and U.S. Hwy 75.  Law enforcement have identified a suspect in the case as Gary Wayne Emery Jr., 52, of Meriden. On Thursday, Jackson County detectives and deputies served a search warrant on a Jefferson County residence southeast of Meriden where Emery was believed to be residing. The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office assisted with serving the warrant.
On Sunday, September 17, 2023, shortly before 8:00 P.M., Jackson County deputies and Jefferson County deputies captured Emery during a fugitive apprehension operation near the Perry Dam in Jefferson County. Emery was arrested on a Jackson County District Court warrant for burglary and theft. Emery is the suspect in two burglaries that occurred on September 13th, in Jackson County.
Stolen vehicle suspect captured in three county pursuit

[image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Saleena-Rae-Masquat-4.jpg]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) – Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Mayetta woman was arrested early Saturday morning in Jefferson County.  Shortly before 2 A.M. Jackson County Deputies located a Ford Fusion near Holton that had been reported stolen.  A pursuit ensued with the vehicle south of Holton on U.S. Hwy 75.  The pursuit continued into Shawnee County and then east on Hwy 24. The pursuit continued into Jefferson County and into the City of Perry.  A deputy initiated a tactical vehicle intervention technique that ended the pursuit south of the train tracks on the south side of Perry. Taken into custody was 38-year-old Saleena Rae Masquat, of Mayetta. Masquat was booked into the Jackson County Jail on multiple charges.

BURGLARY SUSPECTS ARRESTED AFTER PURSUIT
  
[image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Marc-Allen-Nichols.jpg][image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Christopher-Gerard-Keinsmith.jpg]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) – Sheriff Tim Morse reports an update to Monday’s arrests following an alleged burglary near Delia. The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a possible burglary in progress at 2830 102nd Road, approximately 1/2 mile south of the City of Delia Monday afternoon. The caller reported a white Jeep on the property.  The Jeep allegedly fled northbound from the first arriving sheriff’s deputy on the property.  The 2002 white Jeep Cherokee lost the deputy in a thickly wooded area, headed southwest at a high rate of speed thru what had previously been a cornfield.  The vehicle then accessed 102nd Road and went westbound when another sheriff’s unit took over the pursuit. The vehicle continued down several low maintenance roads and into Pottawatomie County west of 63 Hwy and eventually lost control and left the roadway at Doyle Creek and Pleasant View Road in Pottawatomie County at a T intersection.  Two occupants were taken into custody, the Jeep caught fire as did the surrounding field. The Jeep and its contents were destroyed. Pottawatomie County Sheriff, Fire, Emergency Management, and KHP responded to the incident.   The alleged driver and owner of the Jeep, Christopher Gerard Kleinsmith, 45, of St. Mary’s and the passenger, Marc Allen Nichols, 27, of Rossville were both arrested by Jackson County deputies.  Kleinsmith was booked into the Jackson County Jail for burglary, criminal trespassing, felony fleeing and eluding. Nichols was booked into the Jackson County Jail for burglary, and a probation violation. Nichols also was wanted on outstanding warrants
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Two arrested following search warrants for burglary and drugs

[image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Chellcie-Lynn-Sparks.jpg][image: https://www.jasoks.org/wp-content/uploads/Justin-Lane-Stephens.jpg]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) – Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on November 15, 2023, Jackson County Sheriff’s Office detectives and deputies served search warrants on a Jackson County residence near 190th and S. Roads in rural Mayetta.  The search warrant was executed following a report of a drug and burglary investigation.
On November 9, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a burglary to a residence and two out-buildings in the 18000 block of S. Road near Mayetta. A number of items including a Kawasaki UTV and a 4-wheel-drive Club Car golf cart were stolen from the property. Following the burglary, the vehicles were sold to an individual in Lawrence.  The vehicles were later recovered. During the search warrant, drugs, drug paraphernalia and items believed to have been stolen in the S. Road burglary were found at the residence.
As a result of the search warrant two occupants of the residence were arrested on drug, burglary and theft charges. The Douglas County Sheriff’s Office also assisted with this investigation.  Arrested was 40-year-old, Justin Lane Stephens, of Mayetta. Stephens was booked into the Jackson County Jail for the following: burglary, felony theft, criminal trespass, and criminal possession of a firearm by a felon, possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, possession of drug paraphernalia, aggravated endangerment of a child.
Also, arrested was 35-year-old, Chellcie Lynn Sparks, of Mayetta.  Sparks was arrested and booked into the Jackson County Jail for the following: burglary, felony theft, criminal trespass, criminal damage to property, possession of methamphetamine, aggravated endangering a child, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a hallucinogenic drug.
Patrol responses in 2023

In 2023, the Patrol Division either responded to, initiated and or investigated the following: 
8 - Mental/Suicidal (3 in 2022)

591 - Escorts/Transports (725 in 2022)

1,052 - Civil Process (1,093 in 2022)

699 - Arrest Warrants (699 in 2022)

5,405 - Car Stops (4,822 in 2021) 

10 -Vehicle pursuits (9 in 2022, 12 in 2021)

2-Fatality Accidents (2 in 2022)

260-Non-Injury Accidents (219 in 2022)

74 - Injury Accidents (70 in 2022, 85 in 2021, 83 in 2020)

12 - Structure Fires (20 in 2022)

64 - Fire calls (non-structure) (42 in 2022)

77 - Alarm Calls (98 in 2022, 85 in 2021, 107 in 2020)

16 - Fight Calls (16 in 2022, 14 in 2021, 12 in 2020)

72 - Domestic Violence Calls (70 in 2022, 61 in 2021, 116 in 2020)

19 - Assault/Battery/Harassment Calls (44 in 2022, 16 in 2021, 30 in 2020)

10 - Stolen car (14 in 2022)

432 - Animal Calls (475 in 2022, 471 in 2021, 445 in 2020, 560 in 2019)

672 - Assist Citizens Calls (628 in 2022, 831 in 2021, 1,119 in 2020)

614 - 911 Hang Up Calls (446 in 2022, 573 in 2021, 562 in 2020)

67- Disturbance Calls (48 in 2022, 83 in 2021, 83 in 2020)

293- Suspicious Person/Activity Calls (303 in 2022, 366 in 2021, 304 in 2020)

10 - Missing person (9 in 2022)

70 - Juvenile Calls (71 in 2022, 101 in 2021, 86 in 2020)

27 - Sex Offenses (20 in 2022, 32 in 2021, 31 in 2020)

176 - Welfare Checks (145 in 2022, 185 in 2021, 129 in 2020)

10 - Dead person

77 - Theft Calls (86 in 2022, 144 in 2021, 161 in 2020)

490 - Receive Information/Service Request Calls (469 in 2021, 262 in 2020, 266 in 2019)

108- Service Request

611 - Traffic Problems (570 in 2022, 673 in 2021, 678 in 2020)

3,807 - Building/Area Checks (3,529 in 2022, 63,585 in 2021, 6,953 in 2020)

3 - Illegal Hunting/Criminal Trespass Calls (3 in 2022, 5 in 2021, 3 in 2020)

162 - Back Up/Assist Other Agency Calls (286 in 2022, 298 in 2021, 173 in 2020)

8 - Search Warrants (15 in 2022,14 in 2021, 23 in 2020)

7 - Vandalism/Criminal Damage to Property Calls 

4 - Illegal Trash Dumps (11 in 2022, 12 in 2021, 10 in 2020)

334 - Speak with Deputy Calls (306 in 2022, 314 in 2021, 357 in 2020)

19 - Road slide offs (24 in 2022, 15 in 2021)

97 - Assist outside agency (64 in 2022)

36 - Abandoned vehicle (60 in 2022, 89 in 2021)

152 - Medicals (134 in 2022, 178 in 2021)

14 - Criminal Trespass (28 in 2022, 19 in 2021)

649 -VIN inspections
K-9 Program
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2088.jpg]Pictured at left is Undersheriff Scott Morris working with one of the agency’s K-9s.  K-9s are used in Jackson County for handler protection, tracking and the detection of narcotics.  Undersheriff Morris has spent most of his law enforcement career training K-9s. One of his duties with the Kansas Highway Patrol was to oversee the KHP K-9 Program.  Undersheriff Morris remains one of the leading law enforcement K-9 experts in Kansas. 
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Police Service Dog (PSD) Unit is currently comprised of three teams.  These teams are comprised of a handler and their assigned Canine partner.  
These teams must complete intensive basic training to become certified and earn the title of Police Service Dog and Handler.  During this training, the teams receive instruction in a number of areas, to include narcotic detection, handler protection, tracking and apprehension.  The handlers are veteran Deputies who have a proven work history here with the JASO.  The PSD’s are selected through strenuous testing to determine if they are suitable for the duties of a Police Service Dog.  Both of the current JASO PSD’s were purchased from Hill Country Dog Center in Pipe Creek, Texas.
The year 2023 saw a number of changes within the JASO PSD unit.  First and foremost was the promotion of long-time handler Sgt. Travis Spiker to Investigations, his assigned PSD partner, Ike, was retired from service.  Spiker served as a handler for JASO unit since 2014 and in that time was assigned two PSD partners.  Sgt. Spiker and Ike began working together as a team in 2017.   Sgt. Spiker is now serving a vital role with Investigations and Ike is enjoying retired life.  Ike has remained with the Spiker family.
Deputy Kendal Grimm was assigned to the unit in early 2022 and was assigned PSD Kreto.  Grimm and Kreto completed basic training with the Kansas Highway Patrol Police Service Dog Unit this in spring 2022.  In late summer 2023, Kreto was retired due to health issues and Deputy Grimm was partnered with PSD Mate.  Grimm and Mate completed training in-house with the JASO PSD unit.  The teams successfully completed certification with the Kansas Highway Patrol this past summer and began patrol duties.
Deputy Kyle Scott joined the PSD unit this past year and was partnered with PSD Duke.  Deputy Scott and Duke completed the Kansas Highway Patrol basic training this spring and successfully passed the KHP certification and began patrol duties.
In 2023, these teams have assisted in many drug investigations ranging from search warrants and traffic stops, to school and jail sniffs.  Police Service Dogs are used by law enforcement as a tool to help locate illegal narcotics as well as a protective measure to try to keep our schools and jails free from illegal narcotics. Once certified, canines and their handlers attend weekly training to continue building skills for both the dog and the handler. The position of PSD handler is one that is very demanding, but also rewarding, it requires a high level of commitment.  The longer the pair work as a team, the stronger the bond becomes. 

In March of 2023, JASO personnel responded to a report of an incident involving a stolen vehicle and shots fired.   The call originated in Shawnee County when a truck and trailer was stolen from a residence.  The home owner followed the stolen vehicle into Jackson County when the suspects fired a gun at them.  Eventually the stolen vehicle crashed and the suspects fled on foot.  Deputy Grimm and PSD Kreto conducted a patrol track for the suspect.  During this track, the PSD team located evidence from the suspect providing a direction of travel for the search teams.  The suspect was eventually located hiding in a grassy area near where the PSD team was tracking.  This is just one example of the service our canine teams provide for the community and how they greatly enhance both public and officer safety. 

In 2023, JASO PSD teams conducted numerous preventative sniffs/screenings at the local schools, providing invaluable service to the school districts and the citizens we represent. 

School Defender Initiative

[image: ]Back in 2019, Sheriff Tim Morse voiced his ideas in making Jackson County Schools safer.  Sheriff Morse, who has seen senseless killings in our nation’s schools, believes there are better ways in keeping children safe in schools.  In 2019, Sheriff Morse was featured in the Kansas Leadership Journal.  The article discussed some of Sheriff Morse’s goals in making Jackson County schools safe. 

Sheriff Tim Morse stated the following in a 2018 Op-Ed article: “The first thing parents do after hearing about another school shooting is they confirm it isn’t their child’s school. Enough is enough, when will our politicians get it? For over 20 years now, children have been the targets of deranged persons who have slaughtered innocent children in a place we expect them to be safe, their schools.  In 20 years, our federal and state government has done little to nothing to make them safer. The time has come for the people to stand up and demand that their children be protected from these disturbed individuals. Unfortunately, for a variety of reasons, there has been an increase in deadly violence among some of our young people.  Nevertheless, our world is a different place than it once was.”

Sheriff Morse appointed Deputy Joe Romans as the School Defender Initiative Coordinator in 2019. He has served for five years in that role. Deputy Romans has been diligently working to accomplish his mission in helping make our children safer within our school districts.   

Comments on 2023 from Deputy Joe Romans
[image: ]“I’m Joe Romans, Command Sergeant Major US Army (retired), Hoyt city councilman and Deputy for Jackson County Sheriff’s Office.  Sheriff Tim Morse brought me on five years ago to assist in his vision of establishing a School Defender Initiative in our County. We have made tremendous strides in improving school security infrastructure and architecture. We have also coordinated emergency response training with all of Jackson County’s first responder agencies and school leadership. This includes, Hoyt PD and Fire Dept., Mayetta Fire Dept, Holton PD and Fire Dept., Tribal P.D. and Fire Dept., the Jackson County Emergency Management Director, USD 335, 336, 337 School District Superintendents, and of course, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office. Under the Sheriff’s guidance and vision, I can report that Jackson County Schools are very much improved over five years ago. Staff and students are much better trained and prepared for a crisis situation. We have increased law enforcement training specific to response times, tactics, techniques, procedures and inter-agency communications. Due to the nature of an ever-evolving threat, unfortunately we can’t just say, “we’re done”. We still have much to do, and every year, we must maintain the discipline to conduct refresher training and maintain our awareness and vigilance. Attacks still occur and we are not immune. But it is also appropriate at the end of the year to celebrate last year’s successes. So, to all who have assisted in this important effort in 2023“Job well done!”   
2023 School Defender Initiative Update 
Deputy Joe Romans and the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office have been very busy in 2023 in improving school security and procedures.  Obviously, for the sake of security, not everything can be discussed in its entirety in this report.  However, we will discuss many of the highlights for this past year. 
1. 64 school staff in Jackson County have been trained in “Stop the Bleed” by the Sheriff’s office.  
2. Hundreds of staff and students have been trained. All Royal Valley schools and Holton Schools have been trained in A.L.I.C.E. (crisis event) procedures.   
3. All nine schools have had a review and update of their crisis plans by Deputy Romans in conjunction with the principals.  
4. All schools have conducted active shooter drills during 2023.  
5. All the school districts made a significant financial investment in 2023 for security infrastructure construction. Vulnerabilities were determined by using the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office security inspections as a guide to determine priority requirements.  
6. The Sheriff’s office planned, resourced and conducted a simulated active killer training event for first responders and school staff/students at the Royal Valley High School in February 2023. This exercise was a first in Jackson County and provide valuable information and feedback from all involved. 
8. Deputy Romans conducted multiple meetings with school district superintendents and school principals to help fit security training into the school calendar.
9.  The Jackson County school boards were briefed on security vulnerabilities at their schools. Positive action was taken by the board to significantly upgrade schools’ infrastructure, computer and camera systems. Deputy Romans attended the new systems training and submitted a positive after-action report to the Sheriff.  
10. Deputy Romans started a school security assessment at Holton elementary school in December 2023. This assessment will be completed in January 2024. At that point, all nine Jackson County schools will have been provided a thorough school security assessment, with detailed feedback for the schools’ leadership.  
Community Safety and Security
Deputy Romans completed a security assessment for the First United Methodist Church of Holton per their request in 2023. It anticipated they will invest in suggested security upgrades in 2024. Security training will be provided by Deputy Romans.  
Deputy Romans provided refresher training to the Holton First Baptist Church security team at their request. 
Deputy Romans was requested by the Holton Community Hospital and the Jackson County Emergency Management Director to do a security assessment of the hospital. Phase one of the assessment was completed in December 2023. The follow-on assessment and possible training will be continued in 2024.
The Minister of the First Baptist Church of Hoyt requested the Sheriff task Deputy Romans to provide a security assessment of their church. The plan was discussed with the minister in December 2023, and the security assessment will be conducted in January/February of 2024.
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Communications Division
[image: cid:7e642af6-b999-45fb-901b-aa4ee0141b58@exch081.serverpod.net]The Jackson County Sheriff’s Communications center is under the leadership of Bruce Fox.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center dispatches for a number of law enforcement, fire and EMS agencies.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Communications Division is the central answering point for 911 in Jackson County answering 911 calls, 911 texts and non-emergency calls. The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center dispatches for five law enforcement agencies, eight fire departments and two EMS (Emergency Medical Services) agencies. In 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center dispatched just under 26,000 incidents, although the vast majority were for law enforcement, a number of fire and EMS calls were dispatched as well.
Dispatchers are the vital link between those in need and emergency services.  They are the true first responders.  The Jackson County Communication Center’s primary responsibility is to gather necessary information to get the appropriate units and equipment to anyone that is in need.  In 2023, the Communications Center staff aided deputies on several incidents.   Dispatchers use multiple resources on a daily basis to help identify possible suspects in various crimes that occur within our community.  Sometimes the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center has to use other resources such as contacting surrounding law enforcement agencies.  This could be something as simple as requesting the Kansas Highway Patrol to send one of their Motorist Assist Vehicles to help someone who has run out of gas, to directing a multi-agency response to an in-progress call.	
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center’s has the ability to receive text messages through 911 for a couple years now.   This allows callers that do not feel safe speaking out loud to text 911 so they can get help without putting themselves in additional danger.  AT&T has recently upgraded the system again and now will allow the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center to send a 911 caller a link which the caller will have to accept and will allows the 911 operator to view the video feed of the caller’s phone camera live.   This will help the 911 operator to see what is happening live and could potentially help with directing first responder’s response, as well as, help in deciding what equipment and resources are necessary.	
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Communications Center receives a variety of calls on a daily basis.  On June 24, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center received a call from a male stating he had injured someone and was holding two other people hostage in the City of Holton.  The dispatcher notified Jackson County Deputies, Holton Police Department  and Kansas Highway Patrol to respond.   After several minutes trying to reach someone inside the residence by a Public Address System (PA), there was no response.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center was able to contact the home owner by cell phone and determine the family was fine.  The call was determined to be a swatting call (prank call).  
This is an example of the type of calls that come into the sheriff’s office on any given day.  These type of events shows that you never know what kind of call a dispatcher will answer and have to be prepared for anything every time the phone rings. 
The Communication Center staff doesn’t just answer phones and dispatch calls, they also have a variety of other duties including the walk-in traffic at the Sheriff’s Office lobby, warrant entry and warrant validations.  The Communication Center also holds the warrants for the Jackson County District Court.  There are approximately 1,500 Jackson County District warrants that are outstanding.  Dispatchers have to confirm whether a warrant is valid when a law enforcement officers encounters a potential fugitive.  Stolen items and missing people are also entered in the N.C.I.C. system by dispatchers.  Dispatchers also must confirm when those stolen items or missing persons are found.
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center also had a state-wide function for Wildlife, Parks and Tourism.  The Wildlife, Parks and Tourism’s Operation Game Thief hotline was answered at the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office for the entire state for a number of years and from January to the middle of October in 2023.  During that time, the center answered around 1,000 calls requesting service for wildlife services. 
The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 911 Center dispatched the following number of incidents for the various agencies in 2023:
Jackson County Sheriff 		18,130
Holton Police Department	 	742
Jackson County EMS		 1,566
Hoyt Police Department	 	262
Mayetta Police Department	 	39
Wildlife and Parks		 	25
Operation Game Theft         		1,000
Kansas Highway Patrol		72
Potawatomi Tribal Police          	152
Netawaka Fire Department       	135
Mayetta Fire Department          	455
Soldier Fire Department            	118
Holton Fire Department              	90
Delia Fire Department               	182
PBPN Fire/EMS		     	286
Whiting Fire Department	     	128
Hoyt Fire Department                    	469
Jackson Co. Storm Spotters           	2
Jackson County Corrections         	868

911
The total number of 911 calls received at the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office in 2023 was 3,715.
Additional information regarding administrative calls in and out of the Sheriff’s Office is as follows:

Admin calls:   Incoming calls: 22,100 
            Outgoing calls:  24,145

Jail Division
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_1927.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_1928.jpg]2023 brought more new faces to the corrections team. About 1,282 people were booked through the Jail this year for both misdemeanor and felony crimes. The average daily population of inmates for 2023 was approximately 80 inmates per day. The lowest population average was in May with 70 inmates per day, the highest was December with 89 inmates per day. 
The jail made well over 769 transports in 2023, this averages out to a little more than two trips a day. Inmates were moved to prison, from Jackson County to medical appointments, hospital and to drug treatment centers, as well as, mental health facilities. Corrections staff made over 293 trips to pick up inmates from other facilities around the state who had warrants through the Jackson County District Court.  
Jackson County Jail Division is also responsible for keeping track of registered offenders in the county. There were 53 total registered offenders in 2023: 36 were sex offenders, seven drug offenders and 10 violent offenders. All were shown as compliant with the offender registration requirements. These numbers reflect non-incarcerated offenders in the county as many of the incarcerated inmates are also registered offenders. 
     Drone Review
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2196.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2221.jpg]The Jackson County Sheriff’s drone fleet consists of two DJI M30T’s, one Enterprise and a DJI Avata.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office use the drones to assist patrol when working a major crime.  The DJI M3T’s, which is the larger drone’s, have FLIR camera’s (thermal camera’s) and a very high-quality zoom camera that is used to try to locate individuals that walk off or run away.  The DJI Avata drone is a much smaller drone that is used inside buildings to help law enforcement search buildings.  They are sent in before the search team to try to locate the suspect without putting law enforcement officers in danger.  The Jackson County Drone Team consists of five commercial UAS (unmanned aircraft system) pilots.  These pilots have to be prepared to be called out at any time night or day when they are needed.  
On April 26, 2023, at 1051 hours, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a call of an injury accident north of Holton.  Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and the Highway Patrol responded to the scene. When law enforcement arrived, they found a female deceased.  A Jackson County drone pilot was contacted to fly the scene and take pictures for evidence.
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2236.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_2232.jpg]On June 12, 2023, at 1739 hours, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a call of a domestic disturbance just south of Holton.   When deputies arrived, they found a female who had been injured during a dispute with her boyfriend.  The male subject left the scene walking into the wooded area behind the house.  The Sergeant on scene requested a K-9 to see if we could track the subject and also aircraft.  Dispatch contacted the highway patrol for air support and also contacted a drone pilot to fly a drone in the area.  Drone pilot arrived on scene and within a few minutes was able to locate the subject. The drone pilot was able to direct the ground units to his location where he was apprehended without incident and was transported to the Jackson County Jail. 
These are just a couple examples of the type of calls the drone team respond to. 
In 2023, the drone team was called out 15 times.  
The drone team was also asked to fly over the Jackson County Parade route to assist with security, flight demonstrations during National Night Out and provide picture and video footage of a funeral procession for a retired sheriff.  
Drones continue to become more and more popular in law enforcement.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Drone Team will continue looking for new and more efficient ways to use the drones to help locate suspects, find someone who is missing and assist with natural disasters.

Front Office
One of the most vital divisions of the Sheriff’s Office is the Business Office or the Front Office. The Front Office is tasked with handling all the business of the Sheriff’s Office.  They are involved in paying the monthly bills, handling payroll, in charge of civil process, Jail Commissary, and much more.  The Front Office is now under the Leadership of Janell Buck. 
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Civil Process

In 2023, the Sheriff’s Office served 1,716 papers for the District Court of Jackson County, several other Kansas counties and other states. Revenue generated was $7,865. In 2022, the Sheriff’s Office served 1,700 papers and generated $5,895 in revenue.  In 2021, the Sheriff’s Office served 1,900 papers and $5,595 was received. In 2020, the Sheriff’s Office served 1,365 papers and $5,455 in revenue was received. In 2019, the Sheriff’s Office serviced 2,027 papers with a revenue of $10,810.  In 2018, the Sheriff’s Office served 2,664 papers with revenue of $12,582. 

VIN Inspections

In 2023, 795 Vehicle Identification Number inspections were performed by both our deputies and administrative staff, collecting $15,900 in revenue. In 2022, deputies performed 709 VIN inspections and collected $14,180 in revenue. Numbers continue to increase in the amount of VINs our deputies and administrative staff have seen over the past couple of years. In 2021, deputies performed 631 VIN inspections and collected $12,620 in revenue.  In 2020, deputies performed 732 VIN inspections and collected $14,640 in revenue. In 2019, deputies performed 842 VIN inspections and collected $15,156 in revenue.


Concealed Carry

In 2023, six concealed carry permits were processed by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and $195 was collected in revenue. With the change in Kansas concealed carry law, permit numbers processed have significantly decreased. In 2022, 23 concealed carry permits were processed and $747.50 in revenue was collected. In 2021, 28 concealed carry permits were processed by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and $910 in revenue was collected. In 2020, 24 concealed carry permits were process and $780 in revenue was collected. In 2019, 31 concealed carry permits were process by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and $1,007.50 in revenue was collected. 

Fingerprints

In 2023, the Sheriff’s Office fingerprinted 101 individuals for employment or background purposes. Revenue collected totaled $1,010. In 2022, the Sheriff’s Office fingerprinted 83 individuals and collected $830. The number of fingerprints has almost doubled over the past two years. In 2021, 52 individuals were fingerprinted with $520 collected in revenue.

                                                          Reports

The Sheriff’s Office collected $877.50 for copies of reports in 2023.



Sheriff Sales

In 2023, the Sheriff’s Office conducted three sheriff sales and earned $30 in revenue from those sales.  


Administrative Personnel

The front office staff continues to e-file all warrants, subpoenas, limited action, small claims and additional civil process paperwork. They adapt to any areas that need help with coverage and the influx of new tasks. Chris Miller continues to handle offender registration and fingerprinting for the Sheriff’s Office. With Mary McAsey transitioning to part-time status, Janell Buck has assumed the role of Office Manager for the Sheriff’s Office.

Maintenance Division
Kendal Holt has returned in 2023 and oversees the maintenance needs of the Sheriff’s Office. The Maintenance Division has done many things for the year of 2023. Although vehicle and building maintenance is the main focus, maintenance has helped citizens along and around Hwy. 75 and inside the City of Holton, to assisting with the National Night Out Event. 
Working alongside corrections officers, the Maintenance Division has been able to make great improvement to the Jackson County Jail. Some of these improvements include replacement of old, inefficient lighting and replaced with LED, as well as the replacement of two high-security door closures. Preventive maintenance has also been a huge priority of the Maintenance Division. Changing rooftop filters, cleaning and inspecting all kitchen appliances and making sure all safety equipment is in working order. Many other smaller repairs have been made as well, which include: the clearing of toilets as needed, replacement of any icon water system parts, repairing common plumbing issues, leaking water lines and drains. 

Fleet maintenance is another very large part of the Maintenance Division. All Sheriff’s Office vehicles are serviced and repaired.  The Maintenance Division is responsible for all aspects of these vehicles. Ranging from preventative maintenance to minor and some major repairs. Every day vehicle maintenance would include oil changes, brake replacements and tire repair. 

The Maintenance Division has added some new tools and equipment to its inventory. One of the new Shop tools added in 2023 was the update of the tire balancer. This ensures a proper balance of the tires on all vehicles in the fleet, whether for patrol, transports or responding to emergencies, having a safer ride and limiting wear and tear on moving parts creating a longer life span for them.  

Some of the repairs that took place in 2023 was the replacement of a set of head gaskets on a Dodge Charger, a power steering pump on a different Dodge Charger, a water pump on a Chevrolet Tahoe, as well as many other parts. Unfortunately, one of the inherent risks of patrol, there have been a few accidents this year. Accidents with both deer and other vehicles that the Maintenance Division has played a part in repairing. 

The Sheriff’s office routinely updates vehicles in the fleet. As this happens the Maintenance Division often disassembles the old vehicles, removing the internal components that make them patrol cars. This equipment is often used in the new vehicle to reduce cost. As the new vehicles are built, the Maintenance Division coordinates with the builders to supply any and all parts and equipment they may need and assist with construction. 

The Maintenance Division works closely with the deputies, dispatchers and corrections officers to address any and all needs/concerns they may have. In doing so, the Maintenance Division has been able to repair or replace the internal components of patrol cars, updating jail equipment keeping the department up-to-date and in good repair on all aspect of modern police and security equipment. 


Jackson County and Holton National Night Out
[image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_3914.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_3915.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_3970.jpg][image: C:\Users\tmorse\Downloads\IMG_1195.jpg]The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and the Holton Police Department hosted a National Night Out Event in August on the Jackson County Courthouse grounds. The Holton Fire Department, Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks and the Kansas Highway Patrol also participated in the event.  The purpose of the event is to provide the opportunity for the public and public safety to spend time together, build relationships and learn more about the services and people who serve.  The most important part of the event is to thank our public for the support they provide to us. Typically, each year, there are approximately 600-700 citizens who attend the event. 2023
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Florida woman arrested on methamphetamine charge

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on January 2, 2023, at approximately 3 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a silver Hyundai Accent for a traffic infraction near 150th and U.S. Hwy 75. The driver, Gina Kay Harrison, 50, of Fort Myer’s Florida. A Jackson County Sheriff’s K-9 alerted to the presence of narcotics inside the vehicle.  Deputies seized methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia during the search.  Harrison was booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia. 

Topeka woman arrested on meth charge

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that shortly before 2 am Wednesday morning, a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a 1999 Lincoln Town Car on 150th Road west of 75 Hwy for a traffic infraction.  During the traffic stop, illegal drug contraband was identified by law enforcement. The front seat passenger was identified as Lashonda Pattillo, 31, of Topeka.  Pattillo was arrested and booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.  

Mayetta woman arrested on drug charges

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on January 27th, 2023, shortly before 10 A.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped a red Ford Fusion for a traffic infraction near 142nd and U.S. Hwy 75. The driver was found to have a suspended license and was subsequently arrested. The passenger, Saleena Masquat, also had a warrant through Topeka Police Department. A third occupant was identified and later released. During the traffic stop, a Jackson County Sheriff’s K-9 was deployed and indicated to the presence of narcotics. A search of the vehicle revealed both methamphetamine and marijuana as well as paraphernalia indicating the distribution of methamphetamine. Also located in the vehicle was electronic equipment that belonged to a Topeka Walmart store that was confirmed to be stolen. Masquat was arrested and is being charged for distribution of methamphetamine, possession of methamphetamine, possession of marijuana, possession of drug paraphernalia, and possession of stolen property.

Masquat is being held on a $50,000 bond.

[image: Image]Topeka woman arrested for drugs and interference with law enforcement
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on January 26, 2023, a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped a vehicle near 150th and Q. Roads in Jackson County for alleged traffic infractions shortly before 10:30 P.M.  The passenger, Paige Williams, 34, of Topeka, was subsequently arrested for interference with law enforcement, possession of a certain stimulant, possession of drug paraphernalia. 
Man charged for murder in pursuit

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on February 5, 2023, Robert Eugene Love Jr., 44, of Auburn, Kansas was arrested on a Jackson County warrant for first degree murder.  The warrant was issued as a result of a police vehicle pursuit originated by the Holton Police Department on the night of May 27, 2021.  The pursuit ended at the intersection of 286th and U.S. Hwy 75 when the vehicle Love was allegedly driving struck a southbound vehicle. A passenger in Love’s vehicle, Shai Boyd was killed in the incident. Shawnee County Sheriff Deputies located Love in Shawnee County and Love is currently being held in the Jackson County Jail. Love is being charged with the following: (Count 1)- murder in the 1st Degree, (Count 2) - aggravated battery while driving under the influence, aggravated battery while driving under the influence, (Count 3) – aggravated battery while driving under the influence, (Count 4) – aggravated battery while driving under the influence, (Count 5) – fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, (Count 6) – Interference with law enforcement, (Count 7) – driving while suspended, (Count 8) – driving while a habitual violator, (Count 9) – reckless driving, (Count 10) illegal display of a license plate, (Count 11) – driving on left in no-passing zone, (Count 12) – improper or unsafe turn, (Count 13) – speeding, (County 14) – failure to yield at stop sign or yield sign.

Drugs and weapons seized during traffic stop

[image: ][image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on February 4, 2023, a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a 2007 Pontiac G6 driving southbound on U.S. Hwy 75 near 126th Road.  During the traffic stop the deputy discovered what was believed to be cocaine, methamphetamine, two 9 mm handguns, multiple loaded syringes, marijuana, 50 pills of suboxone and other drug paraphernalia. 

The driver, Patricia Nichols, 45, of Wamego, was arrested for distribution of stimulant, criminal use of weapons, possession of opiate, opium, narcotic or certain stimulant, and possession of drug paraphernalia.

The front seat passenger, Sheila Walker, 46, of Topeka, was arrested for possession of opiate, opium, narcotic or certain stimulant, criminal use of weapons, possession of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia.

The back-seat passenger, Marques Cates, 27, of El Dorado, was arrested for possession of controlled substances and possession of drug paraphernalia.  

All subjects were booked into the Jackson County Jail.

Topeka man arrested on drug and interference charges

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on February 5, 2023, at approximately 3 A.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy initiated a traffic stop on a 2011 Scion XB on U.S. Hwy 75 near 102nd Road in southern Jackson County. The driver, Christopher Clinton, 40, of Topeka, was arrested during the stop.  Clinton was booked in the Jackson County Jail on the following charges: distribute opiate, opium, narcotic, certain stimulant, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, felony interference with law enforcement, possession of drug paraphernalia, and other traffic charges.

Kansas City man arrested on cocaine and weapon charges

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on February 13, 2023, at around 10:30 P.M., a Jackson County Deputy Sheriff conducted a traffic stop on a white 2010 Acura passenger vehicle for a traffic infraction. The driver was identified as Randy Thanh Nguyen, 31, of Kansas City, Missouri. Nguyen was arrested by deputies and booked into the Jackson County Jail on the following charges: possession of cocaine, possession of drug paraphernalia, criminal use of a firearm, transporting an open container, driving while suspended, no vehicle registration and no insurance. 
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School Safety Exercise held at Royal Valley High School

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Saturday, February 25th, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, Jackson County Emergency Management and the Royal Valley School District hosted an active shooter training exercise at the Royal Valley High School in Hoyt.  Area public safety agencies were invited to participate in the training exercise.  The Hoyt Fire Department, PBPN Fire Department, Jackson County EMS, Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, Hoyt Police Department, PBPN Police Department and other public safety agencies took part in the program.  In addition, Royal Valley School District staff and students also participated.  All three Jackson County Superintendents were present during the exercise. Sheriff Tim Morse said, “I am very proud of our students, staff and administration along with our county’s public safety personnel to take the time and dedication to make this event happen.  School safety and security has to be a community’s top priority.  Our greatest asset is our children, and we should all be doing everything we possibly can to make them safe at school. I would also like to thank School Security Specialist Deputy Joe Romans who has spent countless hours assessing the security needs for every school in our county and providing the needed training for our school personnel and students. This training event would not have taken place if it were not for his dedicated service.”

Two arrested in Holton following the execution of a search warrant

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office served a narcotic warrant on a Holton residence on Friday afternoon.  The sheriff’s office executed a search warrant as a result of a drug investigation for 522 Indiana Ave. in Holton.  April Diane Knight, 39, of Holton, and Gary Ray Hards, 23, of Holton were both arrested at the scene.  Knight was booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, possession of drug paraphernalia and a probation violation.  Hards was booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug and possession of drug paraphernalia.  

Injury accident involving emergency vehicle

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on March 12, 2023, shortly after 1:30 P.M. the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office responded to a report of an injury accident at 158th and Q. Roads in Jackson County near Mayetta. The accident consisted of a northbound 2020 Chevy Tahoe that belonged to the PBPN Police Department and a westbound 2012 Chevy Impala on 158th Road. The Tahoe struck the westbound Impala in the rear driver’s side quarter panel sending the Chevy spinning into a guardrail. The Tahoe was driving emergent at the time of the collision. Two of the four occupants of the Malibu were transported to a Topeka hospital, one of the patients was listed with serious injuries. The incident remains under investigation by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office. 
Scam Alert

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on March 24th, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s was notified by multiple residences of a scam by mail.  The residents received a letter where the writer addresses himself as an attorney and a partner in a financial organization.  The person states there is over 10 million dollars in unclaimed payable on death accounts. The person desires the recipient of the letter to partner with him to claims these monies.

The Sheriff’s Office advises residents that this is a scam and not to partake or contact the sender.  Again, do not provide your personal information or banking information to anyone you are unfamiliar with.  Also, it is best not to do business with unsolicited vendors that come to your door such as roofers, driveway repair, painting, tree removal, etc.  Also, it is better to avoid doing business with those seeking your business by telephone, mail and internet.  If you need to repair your driveway or you have some other need, then do the research and review the recommendations of others before you pay.
Topekan arrested for cocaine possession

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Topeka man was arrested Thursday morning following a traffic stop in southern Jackson County.  Shortly after 9 A.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on 134th Road near S. Road south of Mayetta on a Ford Escape for a traffic infraction.  The driver, Carlos Acevedo, 28, of Topeka, was subsequently arrested for possession of cocaine and driving while suspended.  Acevedo was booked into the Jackson County Jail. 


Rossville man flees on foot following crash

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Saturday, April 1, 2023, at around 7:30 P.M. the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a vehicle crash on 94th Road near K. Road in southern Jackson County. A witness indicated seeing a vehicle nearly hitting them, lose control striking a utility pole and landing in a pasture. The driver allegedly fled on foot. Deputies and the Hoyt Police Department responding to the area of the scene.  The alleged driver was eventually located and taken into custody.  The driver was identified as 39- year-old Glenn B. Roberts III, of Rossville. Roberts was booked into the Jackson County Jail on the following charges: driving under the influence, aggravated assault x 5, flee and eluding law enforcement, driving while suspended, transporting an open container, failure to report an accident. 

Hutchison man arrested in possession of stolen vehicle following pursuit

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office was notified of the theft of a blue 2018 Nissan Sentry from the Casey’s General Store in Hiawatha around 11:10 P.M.  Approximately 25 minutes later Jackson County Deputies located the vehicle inside Jackson County where a pursuit ensued from Holton southbound.  The pursuit ended stopping near 150th road where the driver surrendered to deputies and was taken into custody.  The driver was identified as, Jeffery Erwin Primeaux Jr., 42, of Hutchison, Kansas. Primeaux was also charged with felony flee and eluding law enforcement.  

Atchison County man arrested for meth possession

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Friday, April 7, 2023, at Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped an Infiniti passenger car near the K-16/ K116 Junction east of Holton for littering. During the stop the deputy located what he believed to be methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.  The driver of the vehicle, Jermey Allen Thomason, 36, of Atchison, was arrested for possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.  




Denison man arrested for theft
[image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of the theft of a trailer in the City of Denison. During the course of the investigation, a deputy located the trailer near 110th and M. Road in southern Jackson County.  Deputies later arrested Jamie Daniel Perron, 51, of Topeka, in connection of the theft. Perron was booked into the Jackson County Jail. 

Road rage incident results in shooting south of Holton

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office is investigating a shooting that occurred Friday morning south of Holton.  The incident involved a driver of a brownish colored Peterbilt semi-tractor pulling a grain hauler and the driver of a black Denali.  The incident is believed to have started on U.S. Highway 75 north of Holton and continued thru the City of Holton around 6:40 A.M. It is believed that the driver of the Denali shot at the semi multiple times at the truck.  The driver of the Denali is currently in custody.  The Sheriff’s Office is requesting assistance from the public. If anyone has any information regarding this early morning incident, they are asked to contact the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office at 785-364-2251.  

Sunday morning pursuit ends in Nebraska

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Sunday, May 7th, 2023, a Jackson County Deputy Sheriff attempted to stop a 2023 Chevrolet Silverado truck for a traffic infraction south of Holton shortly before 6:30 A.M.  The driver of the vehicle eventually stopped in a gas station parking lot in Holton while at the same time allegedly conducting bizarre behavior and failing to comply with law enforcement’s directions.  The driver then allegedly sped out of the parking lot at a high rate of speed.  Jackson County deputies continued to pursue the suspect north on U.S. Hwy 75.  The pursuit continued to the Nebraska State Line when Richard County Deputies then entered into the pursuit.  Nebraska authorities were able to deflate the suspect’s tires and place him under arrest.  Jackson County Deputies were pursuing a warrant for the suspect on Monday morning.  The suspect was identified as Richard James Wooden, 53, of the State of Texas.

Lawrence woman arrested on drug charges

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Sunday, May 14, 2023, shortly after 4:30 P.M. a 72-year-old Lawrence woman was arrested on drug charges.  A Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy at the time of the encounter was already investigating a traffic stop near 158th Road on U.S. Hwy 75, when a vehicle pulled up behind the traffic stop.  The deputy went to see what the occupants needed.  The encounter led to the discovery of alleged illegal drug contraband in the possession of the passenger of the vehicle. The passenger, Leandra Gutierrez, of Lawrence was arrested and booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug and drug paraphernalia.  

Blaine woman arrested on drug charges

[image: ] JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday, May 16, 2023, at shortly before 3:30 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a Volkswagen Passat near 4th and Nebraska Street in Holton for a traffic infraction.  The traffic stop led to the discovery of illegal narcotics.  The driver, Amber Dawn Grace, 40, of Blaine, was booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug and drug paraphernalia.  

Inmate dies from medical event

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday, May 23, 2023, that an inmate was found unresponsive shortly before 3 A.M. in the Jackson County Jail by Jail Staff.  Attempts to revive the inmate by EMS were unsuccessful.  According to procedure and state law, the Kansas Bureau of Investigations was notified to review the incident. Any further inquiries should be directed to the Kansas Bureau of Investigations.  

Topeka man jailed on burglary and theft charges

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on June 1, 2023, a Topeka man was arrested on burglary, theft and criminal damage charges.  Martyne Christopher Elmer, 55, of Topeka, was arrested following an investigation by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office with assistance from the Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office.  Martyne is suspected of committing burglaries and thefts on multiple occasions at a property on 110th Road in Southern Jackson County.  
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Two Missourians arrested on Burglary and Theft Charges

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Friday, June 2, 2023, at approximately 4:30 P.M. a Kansas Highway Patrol Trooper stopped a vehicle after it had left a residence near 182nd and U.S. Highway 75.  The two occupants of the vehicle had outstanding warrants. Shortly thereafter, the homeowner of the residence where the vehicle had left, arrived home. The homeowner discovered that the house had been burglarized.  Items believed to have been taken from the residence were found in the vehicle. Jackson County Sheriff deputies conducted a burglary investigation. 

The two occupants of the vehicle were identified as Donald Lee Biggs III, 37, of Independence, Missouri and Sheila Marie Harrison, 37, of Independence, Missouri.

Biggs had outstanding warrants out of Leavenworth County, Johnson County, Ray County, Missouri, and Platte County Missouri for burglaries, thefts, illegal drugs, and identity theft  

Harrison had an outstanding warrant out of Lafayette County, Missouri for receiving stolen property.  

Jackson County Deputies arrested Biggs for burglary, felony possession of stolen property, felony theft and criminal trespass.  Deputies arrested Harrison for burglary, possession of stolen property and theft. Both individuals were booked and remain in the Jackson County Jail.

Holton man in custody following domestic altercation
[image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Monday, June 12, 2023, an aggravated battery suspect was captured following a manhunt south of Holton Monday evening.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office responded to a report of a man beating a woman in the 22000 Block of Q. Road south of Holton shortly after 5:30 P.M. The male suspect allegedly fled on foot in a wooded area.  Deputies started a search using a drone which located the suspect in the wooded area.  An aircraft from KHP and a K-9 Team from Topeka Police also assisted with the incident.  The suspect was taken into custody and was identified as Daniel Markus Martin, 30, of Holton.  Martin at that time of this release has not yet been processed and further charges can be expected. 


Swimming pool scammer suspect arrested

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Topeka man was arrested in Ballard County, Kentucky on a Jackson County District Court warrant. Douglas L. Carney, 56, of Topeka, Kansas was arrested on a Jackson County, Kansas warrant by a Kentucky State Trooper in Ballard County, Kentucky. The warrant was issued following an investigation by the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office for two felony counts of theft by deception and one count of deceptive commercial practices.

A Jackson County resident reported that, through a series of contracts, Carney allegedly agreed to complete the construction of a swimming pool at their property. Carney never completed any of the work and he allegedly discontinued his communication with the victim after taking their money. On Friday, Jackson County deputies returned Carney back to the State of Kansas. Carney is currently being held in the Jackson County Jail. 

Man arrested on arson and aggravated assault on law enforcement charges
[image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Monday, June 19th, 2023, a Jackson County man was arrested on multiple charges following an incident in Mayetta shortly after 11:30 A.M. The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a 911 call reporting a building on fire at 211 N. 4th Street in the City of Mayetta. A male subject was believed to have started the fire and then cut a hose that the owner was using to try to extinguish the fire. The suspect left the scene in a silver passenger car.   A Jackson County Deputy located the suspect vehicle near 190th Road and U.S. Hwy 75.  The driver of the vehicle allegedly slammed on his brakes and exited the vehicle with a long knife in his hand and came towards the deputy.  A taser was deployed and the man was taken into custody.  The suspect was identified as Jeffery Michael Harris, 35, of Mayetta.  Harris was transported to the Jackson County Jail where he is being held on arson and aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer.  Further charges are expected.  
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Iowa woman arrested in stolen vehicle

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on June 18, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office had a report of an individual driving a beige Toyota allegedly opening mailboxes in southern Jackson County near Hoyt shortly before 8 P.M.  Jackson County Deputies located a vehicle matching the description near 126th and Q. Road.  Deputies determined the vehicle, a 2007 Toyota Corolla had been reported stolen out of Omaha, Nebraska. The driver was identified as 28-year-old Tehya Rose Wright, of Mason City, Iowa.  Wright was arrested by deputies and remains in the Jackson County Jail on theft charges. 

Mayetta man arrested on drug charges following traffic accident

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday, June 20, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office had a report of an abandoned vehicle that hit a mailbox and was down in the ditch in the 15000 block of W. Road around 7:30 A.M.  Deputies arrived and found a 2005 Ford Taurus that was not occupied.  The investigation into who had been driving the vehicle, led deputies to a residence in the 17000 block of W. Road.  At the residence, deputies located and arrested John Bradley Hudson, 47, of Mayetta.  Hudson was wanted on a Jackson County District Court warrant for failing to appear in court on a drug offense.  Deputies located illegal narcotics in his possession. Hudson is being booked into the Jackson County Jail for possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia and for the outstanding warrant. 

Atchison woman arrested on drug distribution charges

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday June 28, 2023, a deputy with the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office conducted a traffic stop on a Chrysler Sebring for a traffic infraction near 102nd and U.S. Hwy 75.  During the course of the traffic stop the deputy discovered substances and items believed to be fentanyl and drug paraphernalia. The driver, Kasandra Oleva Marie Alexander, 28, of Atchison was arrested.  Alexander was booked into the Jackson County Jail for distribution of opiates opium narcotics or stimulants, possession of opium, possession of drug paraphernalia, and driving under the influence.  

[image: ][image: cid:afbac330-1a8c-4470-aa79-644948ae774a@exch081.serverpod.net]Sheriff attends Governor’s Proclamation on Rural Road Safety Awareness Week

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Wednesday June 28, 2023, he was invited to attend the Kansas State Capitol where Governor Laura Kelly signed a proclamation proclaiming July 17-21 as Rural Road Safety Awareness Week.  Sheriff Morse was invited because Jackson County being a primarily rural county and in 2022 had a significant reduction in fatal crashes. Jackson County Sheriff’s Office is also a grant recipient and a traffic safety partner.  

Two Kansas City area women arrested on felony charges

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on July 8, 2023, at approximately 4 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy observed a red Ford Focus that turned into an address east of 75 Hwy on 134th Road. The deputy believed the actions of the driver appeared to be suspicious in nature. Deputies contacted the driver and individuals in the vehicle. A Jackson County Sheriff K-9 alerted on the vehicle for the presence of illegal drugs.  

The driver, 36-year-old Alisha Dawn Swiger, of Independence, Missouri was arrested for felony contributing to a child’s misconduct, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, possession of drug paraphernalia, making false information, criminal trespass, driving while suspended, and no insurance. 

A passenger, Tanisha Liane Flournoy, 38, of Kansas City, Kansas was arrested for possession of methamphetamine, felony interference with law enforcement, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of a hallucinogenic drug.  

The Hoyt Police Department assisted with the incident. 

Early morning fire destroys home

JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Monday, July 31, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a house fire at approximately 2:30 A.M. in the 8000 block of 254th Road.  The Holton, Netawaka and Soldier Fire Departments and the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office were dispatched to the scene. No injuries were reported. The Kansas Fire Marshal’s Office is assisting with the investigation as to the cause of the f
Valley Falls man arrested for cocaine possession

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on July 29, 2023, that 22-year-old Valley Falls man was arrested by deputies. Shortly after 11 P.M. the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a suspicious individuals in the area of 110th and T. Roads in southeastern Jackson County. A vehicle leaving the area was stopped near 126th and T. Road.  Deputies arrested the driver, Joshua Kenneth Funk Jr., of Valley Falls for driving under the influence, transporting an open container and possession of cocaine. The Hoyt Police Department assisted with the incident. 

Holton man arrested on sexual solicitation of a child

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Tuesday evening, August 3, 2023, Jackson County Sheriff Detectives and Deputies served a search warrant on a residence located at 110 S. Pennsylvania Avenue in Holton.  A Holton man was arrested in alleged sexual solicitation of a small child. Taylor Bryant Day, 30, of Holton, was arrested by detectives and is being held in the Jackson County Jail. Day was booked in on the following charges: criminal solicitation indecent liberties of a child, child endangerment, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, and possession of drug paraphernalia.




Three arrested on warrant operation
[image: ][image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on August 10, 2023, the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office conducted a directed enforcement operation with assistance from the Kansas Bureau of Investigations, Kansas Highway Patrol, and the Shawnee County Sheriff’s Office. This enforcement operation targeted individuals with Felony Jackson County District Court Warrants. 

Katie Lynn Vance, 22, of Havensville, (Possession of narcotic or stimulant, possession of drug paraphernalia, probation violation) Alicia Nicole Cady, 31, of Oskaloosa, (Pottawatomie County Warrant for drug and weapon charges), and Jordan Thomas Monaghan, 28, of Holton, (Probation Violation) were arrested during the operation.

Man arrested Thursday evening for Wednesday evening pursuit

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, at approximately 9 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff's Deputy attempted to conduct a traffic stop on a 2016 red Dodge Dart north of 198th and K-16 Hwy for a traffic infraction.  The driver of the vehicle allegedly failed to stop and fled eluding law enforcement.  Law enforcement lost sight of the vehicle near 158th and T. Road due to dusty conditions.  On Thursday morning, a Jackson County Sheriff's Deputy located the wrecked Dodge Dart near 190th and the Jefferson County line. Deputies identified the driver and located him walking on Banner Road in Holton late Thursday evening. The alleged driver, Casey Cane Jordan Crawford, 30, of Holton was arrested by deputies and was booked into the Jackson County Jail for felony fleeing and eluding law enforcement.

Holton man arrested on drug charges
[image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on October 19, 2023, at approximately 3:00 A.M., a Jackson County Sheriff's Deputy stopped a blue Chrysler town-country minivan near US Hwy 75 and 278th Road, for a traffic infraction. The driver, Gregory Scott Lovett, 35, of Holton, was arrested for possession of methamphetamine, possession of a hallucinogenic drug, possession of drug paraphernalia and driving while suspended. Lovett was booked into and remains in the Jackson County Jail. 

Topeka woman arrested for meth possession and interference

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on October 16, 2023, at approximately 7:00 A.M., a Jackson County Sheriff's Deputy stopped a maroon 2022 Kia, for a traffic infraction near 134th and Hwy 75. The driver, Stephanie Renee Craddock, 41, of Topeka, was arrested for possession of methamphetamine and interference with law enforcement. 

Holton man arrested for possession of child pornography

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Holton man was arrested Friday on a Jackson County District Court warrant for 3 counts of sexual exploitation of a child. Jacob Wendell Nelson, 33, of Holton was arrested Friday by Jackson County Sheriff Detectives.  The Jackson County Sheriff's Office executed a search warrant at 719 Pennsylvania Avenue in Holton on Thursday. The matter remains under investigation.  

Topeka man arrested for aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer

[image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Topeka man was arrested early Monday morning near Mayetta.  A Jackson County Sheriff’s Office Deputy arrested Steven Donald Perry, 36, of Topeka, following a vehicle stop for allegedly driving erratic.  When Perry exited the vehicle he allegedly pulled out a knife. Subsequently, Perry was placed under arrest.  PBPN Police assisted with the incident.  Perry is being held in the Jackson County Jail for aggravated assault on a law enforcement officer, felony interference with law enforcement and driving under the influence. 
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Two men arrested with stolen firearm during traffic stop

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that two men were arrested on a traffic stop in Jackson County shortly after 9 A.M.  A Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped a 2011 Chevrolet Malibu near 166th and U.S. Hwy 75.  During the stop, the deputy took the passenger into custody when he believed he was reaching for a firearm.  The firearm was found to be entered as stolen.  The driver, Shawn Michael Brown, 37, of Topeka, was arrested for possession of the stolen property.  The passenger, Ayden Charles Prettyman, 20, of Topeka, was arrested for possession of stolen property, felon in possession of a firearm, possession of a hallucinogenic drug and drug paraphernalia. 






Structure fire destroys Delia Home

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that a Delia family has been displaced from their home due to fire.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office received the report of a structure fire at 13626 E. Road, north of the City of Delia in southwestern Jackson County a little after 10 P.M. Tuesday night. Fire crews from Delia, Mayetta, Hoyt and the PBPN fire departments responded to the scene as well as Jackson County EMS. Fire crews battled the fire throughout the night and clearing around 4 A.M.  The house had been occupied prior to the fire being reported. All occupants were able to evacuate without injury.  The residence was deemed a total loss.  The Jackson County Sheriff’s Office and the Kansas Fire Marshal’s Office are investigating the cause of the fire.  

Two arrested on drug charges following traffic stop

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that two men were arrested following a traffic stop in Jackson County.  A Jackson County Deputy conducted a traffic stop for traffic infractions on a blue 2008 Ford Fusion near 166th Road on U.S. Hwy 75, near Mayetta. A Jackson County Sheriff’s K-9 alerted to the presence of an illegal substance within the vehicle. A search of the vehicle yielded a quantity of methamphetamine. The driver, Michael William Robertson, 42, of Oskaloosa, was arrested for driving under the influence, possession of methamphetamine and drug paraphernalia.  The passenger, Randy Lee Hyatt Jr., 32, of Holton, was placed under arrest for distribution of methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia. Both individuals were transported to the Jackson County Jail. 
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Two arrested on meth charges

[image: ][image: ]JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Monday, December 18, 2023, shortly after 1 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy was dispatched to the area of the 9800 block of US Hwy 75 for a suspicious vehicle.  The deputy contacted two occupants and discovered that the female had an active protection order against the male driver. A Jackson County Sheriff’ Office K-9 alerted to the presence of an illegal substance.  Subsequently, the driver, Freedom Spirit Hood, 46, of Portland, Oregon was arrested for violation of a protection order and possession of methamphetamine, possession of drug paraphernalia and unlawful vehicle registration.  The passenger, Rosalie Marie Hood, 38, of Boise, Idaho was arrested for possession of methamphetamine and possession of drug paraphernalia. Both subjects remain in the Jackson County Jail.  

Topeka man arrested for cocaine possession
[image: ]
JACKSON COUNTY, Kan. (JASO) - Sheriff Tim Morse reports that on Friday, December 29, 2023, shortly before 9:30 P.M., a Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy stopped a black, Hyundai Sonata on U.S. Hwy 75, just south of 142nd Road for traffic violations.  During the traffic stop, the deputy conducted a probable cause search of the vehicle, which revealed drug paraphernalia, hallucinogenic drugs, cocaine and an open container of alcohol.

The driver, Ian Jameel Norvell Black, DOB 3/17/1992 of Topeka, KS was arrested on the following charges:

21-5706(a)(c)(1) Possession of cocaine 
21-5706(b3)c3)(A) Possession of hallucinogenic drugs
21-5709(b)(2)(e3) Possession of drug paraphernalia
8-1599 Transporting an open container
8-291 Violation of restrictions on driver's license
8-1706 Defective tail lamp on motor vehicle
8-1522 Improper driving on laned roadway



Thank you for your support
The men and women of the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank the people of Jackson County for their support.  We all are so very thankful to be able to serve in a community that appreciates law enforcement.  Your kindness makes it all worth it.  Happy New Year to all.  
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